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Speech by Osmington beach manager Ross Willson (if a woman Mrs Roz Willson).

Speech begins at 100wpm

Each summer the news bulletins contain stories about people jumping from piers and harbour walls, or visitors to the seaside finding the nearest cliff edge (1/4) and hurling themselves from it.

Tombstoning is an activity which has occurred around the coast since the millennium. Unfortunately it has gained attention for the (1/2) wrong reasons, with a number of people being killed or seriously injured.

As this year’s summer holidays approach, Osmington Beach Lifeguards are (3/4) preparing to educate visitors and residents about the dangers of jumping into the water from the Victorian pier.

Our pier stands on a (1) shallow flat sandy beach. This means the water is never deeper than five metres at the highest of tides and can often be as low (1/4) as one metre when the tide is out.

It doesn’t take a mathematician to work out the potential for survival if someone throws themselves off (1/2) the thirteen metre high pier into water as shallow as one metre. 

There are places around the Ossing coast where tombstoning is safer – Osmington Pier is not (3/4) one of them.

All thirty of our seasonal beach lifeguards will be educating the public this summer. They will hand out safety leaflets in the shape of a (2) tombstone and keep a special eye on the pier area. Hard-hitting notices will be placed around the pier and beach areas warning of the dangers of tombstoning. They will (1/4) carry the slogan – Stay Alive, Don’t Jump or Dive.


We can see the attraction of tombstoning but there are a myriad of dangers and it is likely that many people (1/2) do not stop to assess the risks before jumping.

It is not just teenagers who are risking their lives. The activity is now being taken up by (3/4) alcohol-fuelled adults seeking to emulate the younger jumpers.

On Friday and Saturday nights the pier area is full of people who have had a few drinks.

No (3) one can stop them jumping into the water – there is no legislation in place to do so. People who come here on holiday just don’t (1/4) realise how tides work and how they can get hurt.

Even if the jump is successful into deep water at high tide, people forget that (1/2) there are currents and waves to combat before they can safely get back to the beach again.

At Easter, three lifeguards successfully (3/4) rescued a twenty-three-year-old drunken visitor who jumped from the pier and then realised he could not swim. Luckily for him (4) our lifeguards were on hand to help and he was subsequently given some strong safety advice.

Last year, on two separate occasions, we were involved (1/4) in the search and recovery of the bodies of two men who died tombstoning from Osmington Pier.

Our lifeguards are trained to educate, observe and (1/2) rescue.  
We do our best to keep holidaymakers safe but we can’t prevent the sheer stupidity of people who have had far too much to drink and (3/4) put a few seconds of pleasure before their own basic safety.

We hope you will give this publicity and keep our holidaymakers safe this summer. (5)
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