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CANDIDATE’S BRIEF

Date:  2 July 2010

Time allowed:  1 HOUR 15 MINUTES
Instructions:

· You have TEN MINUTES to read these instructions and the brief.  The speech will then be read. Do not start typing until instructed by the invigilator.
· Take normal selective notes. This is a test of your ability to report what someone says, accurately and with news sense, and to blend the speech with sufficient background information to put it into context. 

· The News Report speech will last about FIVE MINUTES.

· This is a news story that will appear in tomorrow’s edition of the Osmington Gazette. Write a story of about 300 words in the style you would use for your own paper. More than 25 words above or below this limit will be penalised by a deduction of one mark for every ten words, up to a maximum of ten marks. Assume no other media will carry the story before yours is posted on the website.

· You may write one comprehensive story or, if you wish, two linked stories. Suggestions for follow-ups will not be required.

· At the top of the first page put your candidate number and examination centre. At the top of each following page put your candidate number and the page number.  Page numbers may be written by hand after printing. No other hand-written additions or changes should be made.  

· Double space your copy and leave a space between each paragraph.

· Save your work at regular intervals throughout the examination.

· You may print your copy to check during the examination.  Please ask your invigilator.
· Write the word count at the end of the story. Print out two copies after the word count has been verified by the invigilator.
· Dictionaries may be used.
Information:

· The maximum score for this paper is 100 marks. 60 per cent is the pass mark.
· The Examining Body for this paper is the NCTJ. 

Brief for reporter

You are a reporter on the Osmington Gazette, a regional weekly newspaper which covers the seaside town of Osmington (population 10,000) and the surrounding county of Ossing. 

Osmington is a classic seaside town, with two miles of fine sandy beaches. Osmington Pier was built in 1875 and is a traditional seaside pier with fairground style amusements, a restaurant and the Pavilion Theatre, which stages end-of-pier shows throughout the summer season. Osmington was developed into a significant resort by the Victorians, and its streets and alleys are crammed with shops, pubs, restaurants and cafes. The fishing industry has declined, but Osmington crabs are still as famous as ever. During the summer there are between 3,000 and 5,000 holidaymakers visiting the beaches each day. 
This morning your news editor has received an invitation to a press conference at the Osmington Beach Lifeguard headquarters near the pier. The beach manager, Ross (Roz if a woman) Willson, wants to talk about the forthcoming summer holiday season. 

One of the main concerns of the beach lifeguards is the increasing popularity of jumping from the Victorian pier into the sea, an activity that involves the lifeguards in several rescues each year. Your paper and website have reported on these. 

Mr/Mrs Willson will be making his/her statement in 10 minutes’ time.

Your news editor tells you to go to the press briefing and write a report to be published in tomorrow’s edition of the paper. This can be one 300-word story or two shorter stories with a total word count of 300. 

He has provided you with some background material from the paper’s archives and the internet, which is printed overleaf.
Web archive story, first published on August 8 last year (2009)

A man aged 36 died after leaping into the sea from Osmington Pier at low tide at 11.30pm last night.

A spokesman for Osmington Police said: “This was apparently some kind of stunt which his friends had performed many times before.

“Ambulance service paramedics, beach lifeguards and the Osmington Lifeboat attended the scene. Lifeguards searched the water and found the man on the bottom. They brought him to the surface and he was taken by the lifeboat to a waiting ambulance.”

Police said it was the second incident during the summer in which someone had died while carrying out the extreme sport of tombstoning from Osmington Pier.

*Osmington Beach Lifeguards are a key member of the town’s emergency response team, having specialist knowledge of shallow water searching and being able to get to the scene quicker than the regional search and rescue unit or police divers.

Tombstoning

The roots of the name Tombstoning appear to come from coastal lifeguards referring to the sport as an easy way to earn an early grave.

It began in Devon and Cornwall at the turn of the millennium and has now spread to all parts of the country. Thrillseekers travel to the coast, leaping off sea cliffs and piers from increasingly dizzying heights, risking death or serious injury, in search of a brief adrenalin rush.

The name tombstoning was adopted because of the way a person falls and plunges in an upright position into deep water, similar to the way a stone would.

Tombstoning has its own website – www.tombstoning.com - which is dedicated to tombstoning news, pictures, videos and safety advice.

RNLI (Royal National Lifeboat Institution) safety tips for tombstoning

Tombstoning is a high-risk activity which involves jumping or diving from a height into water. It can be dangerous because:

· Water depth alters with the tide

· The water may be shallower than it seems

· Submerged objects like rocks may not be visible and can cause serious injury if you jump on to them

· The shock of cold water may make it difficult to swim

· Strong currents can rapidly sweep people away.

However, for those who wish to participate in tombstoning, taking into account the following advice beforehand can reduce the risks:

· Check for hazards in the water. Rocks or submerged objects under the sea may not be visible through the surface

· Check the depth of the water. Remember tides can rise or fall very quickly, it may start off deep enough but can quickly become shallower

· As a rule of thumb, a jump of ten metres requires a depth of at least five metres.

· Never jump while under the influence of alcohol, drugs or peer pressure

· Consider the risk to others. Conditions can change rapidly so remember young people could be watching and attempt to mimic the activity

· Check for access, it may be impossible to get out of the water

The Royal Society for the Prevention of Accidents (ROSPA) states:

Injuries and deaths as a result of tombstoning are a growing problem. Over the five-year period from 2004 to 2008 a total of 139 incidents required a rescue or emergency response, and 12 of these ended in a fatality. ROSPA looked at 41 of the most serious cases in more detail. Of these:

• Males were mostly involved (85%)

• Teens were involved in just over half the cases (55%), followed by those in their 20s (25%), with the remainder of incidents involving people aged 30-40 years old

• All of the known alcohol-related incidents involved males under 40 years old (25% of all fatal incidents)

• Of the non-fatal incidents, spinal and limb injuries (both at 20%) were most commonly reported

Many of the non-fatal incidents have resulted in life-changing injuries and they required significant resources from the rescue services. Young and older fathers were among the fatalities, along with at least three teenagers. The coastguard has produced a video highlighting the consequences.

Accident figures are produced every five years and these are the latest available.
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