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Date:   2 July 2010
Time allowed: 1 HOUR 20 MINUTES 

Instructions:

· You have FIVE MINUTES to read the questions.  Do not start typing until instructed by the invigilator. 

· This paper is in two parts and you must answer three questions. 

· Part A carries 50 per cent of the total marks. You must answer either Question 1 or Question 2. 

· Part B carries 50 per cent of the total marks.  You must answer two out of the three questions. 

· Remember that if a question in this paper asks how you would tackle an assignment or problem, unless it specifically tells you otherwise, you should answer by stating how you would deal with such a situation for your newspaper.

· At the top of the first page put your candidate number and examination centre.  At the top of each following page put your candidate number and the page number.  Page numbers may be written by hand after printing. No other hand-written additions or changes should be made.  

· Start each answer on a new page and double space your copy.  

· Save your work at regular intervals throughout the examination.

· You may print your copy to check during the examination.  Please ask your invigilator.

· At the end of the exam, print out two copies of your paper. 

· You may refer to a dictionary, your copy of McNae’s Essential Law for Journalists and the Press Complaints Commission Code of Practice during this part of the examination.  No other textbooks or notes are permitted.

Information:

· The maximum score for this paper is 100 marks. 60 per cent is the pass mark.
· Candidates are advised to allocate their time proportionately.
· The Examining Body for this paper is the NCTJ. 

PART A 

Answer EITHER question 1 OR question 2

Question 1

You are called to a press conference held by the social services department of your local council. At the press conference it is revealed that a number of staff have been suspended following the death of a child who was being monitored by social services. The director of the department, Jim Fraser, says that the suspensions include that of his deputy, Hilary McMurdo, with immediate effect, pending the outcome of an internal inquiry into the handling of the case.
a) What is the legal position regarding reporting the press conference and the suspension? 
    (15 marks)
After the press conference you speak to the council leader, Harry Smith, who says: “Hilary, I’m afraid, was not on top of her brief and allowed managers and workers under her to go unsupervised. This, we feel, has contributed to this tragedy.”
b) Can you report the councillor’s comments?  What are the legal issues? 
                            (10 marks)
Two hours later police call a press conference in which they announce that they are looking for the father of the dead child in connection with his death. The detective chief inspector taking the conference says the father, Billy Fitzsimmons, is a dangerous man with previous convictions for violence. Police issue a photograph of him and say that he is the only suspect being sought in the investigation and a warrant has been issued for his arrest.
c) What are the legal issues in reporting the police press conference? 
                            (10 marks)
The next day you manage to contact Hilary McMurdo, who says: “Jim Fraser is using me as a scapegoat, I fully intend to fight this all the way and I will show that this authority is rotten from top to bottom. If Councillor Smith and his cronies think this will quietly go away they are very much mistaken.”
d) What issues are there in reporting Ms McMurdo’s remarks?

                            (15 marks)
Total: 50 marks

Question 2

Two members of a school group on an outdoor pursuits holiday are drowned in a flash flood while kayaking on a river. The family is too upset to talk to you after the event, but you find their school friends have set up a Facebook group in tribute to them, which includes photographs taken on the holiday just hours before they died.
a) What would be the issues in using such pictures and comments by friends from the Facebook site? 
                            (15 marks)
At a press conference at the school the headteacher pays tribute to the two pupils and also praises the efforts made by staff members who tried to save the two pupils. You are contacted by a parent who says the head’s version of events differs from that of his child who was on the trip. He says that while one teacher acted heroically, the other panicked on the riverbank, and it was left to pupils to call the emergency services on their mobiles. He says his son has video footage of the whole incident on his phone.
b) What are the legal and ethical issues in carrying the boy’s account and using the video footage? 
                            (15 marks)
You visit the hostel where the group had been staying and the manager there says he had warned the teachers of the danger of flash flooding due to the rainfall that had occurred in the previous days. He says the teachers said they did not want to disappoint the pupils and that they would be careful on the river.
c) Can you use the hostel manager’s comments safely? 
                            (10 marks)
At the inquest into the deaths of the pupils the Coroner announces that he is ordering the anonymity of all children involved in the inquiry.
d) Is he within his rights to do this? 




                            (10 marks)

                                                                                                                                        Total: 50 marks

PART B 

Answer two of the following three questions 

Question 3

After delays caused by the recession, work is to start soon on a large retail park in your area. A councillor has announced a wide measure of support for his proposal that the council should name the roads on the park after local war heroes decorated for their bravery.

This idea is being opposed by a very active and voluble group of pacifists who have the support of another councillor. The group is making extensive use of Facebook to promote its case.

a) You are told to produce copy and arrange pictures for the next edition of your newspaper. What sources would you approach and what questions would you ask? What pictures would you recommend?










    (10 marks)

b) Your editor backs the road-naming proposal and asks you to come up with ideas for a feature series supporting the move and highlighting the achievements of the area’s war heroes. What suggestions would you make?                                                                                                 (10 marks)

c) You are given the added instruction that the newspaper’s website, as well as carrying a balanced story, should be used for a campaign to support the idea. How would you do this?                  (5 marks)

 Total: (25 marks)

Question 4

Cover provided by your town’s fire service is being compromised by vandalism that is a threat to fire crews’ lives. In an incident last night a wheelie bin was set on fire, exploding shrapnel which left a firefighter badly injured. Other members of the crew had a variety of missiles thrown at them, including glass bottles. Some of the culprits appeared to be as young as ten years old.

The fire service has now announced that in future it will send two engines to every incident, even if only one would normally be required. 

a) You are told to investigate this story for uploading to your newspaper’s website as soon as possible, followed by a story for tomorrow’s paper. Explain your choice of sources and the lines of questioning you would adopt.
                                                                                                              (10 marks)

b) What pictures would you suggest and what videos would you try to get in support of the online story?                                                                                                                                          (5 marks)

c) What other ideas would you put forward to develop online reaction to the story?                 (5 marks)

d) Based on the facts available in the question, write a headline of not more than eight words for the online story, bearing in mind the need to include key words (search engine optimisation).











                              (5 marks)

Total: (25 marks)

Question 5

You work for a newspaper that covers a mixed urban and rural area, including a picturesque village that, with its castle, is a major tourist attraction. It was reported at the parish council meeting last night that since the village had been included in Google’s Streetview last autumn, the number of visitors had risen by almost a quarter.

It was stated that while this had been welcomed by businesses, many residents were asking that the village as a whole should be removed from Streetview. Fear of an increase in crime was cited as one of the reasons for this demand, as well as increasing loss of privacy.

The Google technology features 360-degree images and now covers more than 99 per cent of the UK’s roads, both urban and rural. Hard-to-access areas have been captured using tricycles.

a) Your newsdesk tells you to produce a story to be uploaded to your newspaper’s website early this afternoon, followed by an in-depth story for tomorrow’s paper. Explain the steps you would take, the sources you would use and the questions you would ask.                                                       (20 marks)

b) How would you encourage feedback, both online and in-paper?                                          (5 marks)

Total: (25 marks)
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