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 CANDIDATE’S BRIEF 
Date:   2 July 2010 

Time allowed:  1 HOUR 45 MINUTES
Instructions:

· You have 15 MINUTES to read these instructions and the brief. You will then be taken to meet your interviewee.

· You will be allowed up to 20 MINUTES for a face-to-face interview.   

· This is a news story that will appear on the website of the Duddleston News. It is the policy of the News to write web stories in the same style as for the newspaper. Write a story of about 400 words in the style you would use for your own paper. More than 25 words above or below this limit will be penalised by a deduction of one mark for every ten words, up to a maximum ten marks. 
· Assume no other media will carry the story before you publish for the first time which will be in one hour and 45 minutes. You can assume the information you are given in the interview will not change before your story is published. 
· You may write one comprehensive story or, if you wish, two linked stories. 

· At the top of the first page put your candidate number and examination centre.  At the top of each following page put your candidate number and the page number.  Page numbers may be written by hand after printing. No other hand-written additions or changes should be made.  

· Double space your copy and leave a space between each paragraph.

· Save your work at regular intervals throughout the examination.

· You may print your copy to check during the examination. Please ask your invigilator.

· Write the word count at the end of the story. Print out two copies after the word count has been verified by the invigilator. 
· Dictionaries may be used.

Information:

· The maximum score for this paper is 100 marks. 60 per cent is the pass mark.
· The Examining Body for this paper is the NCTJ. 

CANDIDATE’S BRIEF

You are a reporter on the Duddleston News. The News covers the city of Duddleston, which has a population of around 300,000, as well as four medium-sized towns and many villages in the surrounding rural area.
________________________________________________________________              ___
Note from Newsdesk
There was a fire in the early hours of this morning at Martha Brown House sheltered accommodation in Duddleston. Two people were rescued from the building but the police have indicated the cause is unknown and they are investigating. The person leading the inquiry is Detective Chief Inspector James Hill (if a woman, Jane) of Duddleston Police. You have an appointment to talk to him/her in 15 minutes.

This is an exclusive interview, so local radio and TV will not be covering the story until we have published. Assume none of the information will change. We want a 400-word story (or two related stories of a total of 400 words) to go on our website. 

Statement from Duddleston Police at 10am today
Police are investigating a fire that occurred in Martha Brown House, London Road, Duddleston, at around 1am today, Friday July 2. Officers are working closely with Duddleston Fire and Rescue Service to establish the cause of the fire. 

The cause of the fire is currently being treated as unexplained but it is believed to have started in the vicinity of the front door of one of the flats and subsequently spread to the building. 

Duddleston Fire and Rescue Officers rescued an 82-year-old man and an 81-year-old woman from the property. Both were treated immediately at the scene for smoke inhalation before being transferred to Duddleston General Hospital for further assessment and emergency treatment. A 74-year-old woman was also rescued from a neighbouring flat. She was also taken to Duddleston General Hospital.
Statement from Duddleston Fire and Rescue Service

At approximately 1am on Friday July 2. Duddleston Fire and Rescue Service received a call to Martha Brown House, London Road, Duddleston.

Five appliances attended the incident to find a ground-floor flat alight and heavily smoke-logged. Four firefighters entered the property wearing breathing apparatus to rescue one elderly man and one elderly woman. Another elderly woman in a neighbouring flat was also rescued.

Firefighters used a hose reel jet to extinguish the fire. The cause of the fire is as yet unknown and Duddleston Fire and Rescue Service is working closely with officers from Duddleston Constabulary to establish the cause of the fire.
Background information about Martha Brown House from council website
	Properties:
	44 flats. Sizes 1 bed, 2 beds in two-storey building.

	Services:
	Management staff and community alarm service.

	Accessibility:
	Access to site fairly easy. Distances: bus stop 100 metres; shop 500 metres; post office 500 metres; GP one mile.

	Lifestyle:
	Regular social activities include Beetle drive, bingo, teas/coffee mornings.

	Tenure:
	Rent – Duddleston City Council.


NEWS INTERVIEW
      


                          INTERVIEWEE’S BRIEF


Date:   2 July 2010

The information in the Candidate’s Brief below is given to candidates before they begin the interview. You MUST read the Candidate’s Brief to familiarise yourself with the details presented so far – candidates may refer to the information during the interview.  

CANDIDATE’S BRIEF

You are a reporter on the Duddleston News. The News covers the city of Duddleston, which has a population of around 300,000, as well as four medium-sized towns and many villages in the surrounding rural area.

________________________________________________________________              ___
Note from Newsdesk
There was a fire in the early hours of this morning at Martha Brown House sheltered accommodation in Duddleston. Two people were rescued from the building but the police have indicated the cause is unknown and they are investigating. The person leading the inquiry is Detective Chief Inspector James Hill (if a woman, Jane) of Duddleston Police. You have an appointment to talk to him/her in 15 minutes.

This is an exclusive interview, so local radio and TV will not be covering the story until we have published. Assume none of the information will change. We want a 400-word story (or two related stories of a total of 400 words) to go on our website. 

Statement from Duddleston Police at 10am today
Police are investigating a fire that occurred in Martha Brown House, London Road, Duddleston, at around 1am today, Friday July 2. Officers are working closely with Duddleston Fire and Rescue Service to establish the cause of the fire. 

The cause of the fire is currently being treated as unexplained but it is believed to have started in the vicinity of the front door of one of the flats and subsequently spread to the building. 

Duddleston Fire and Rescue Officers rescued an 82-year-old man and an 81-year-old woman from the property. Both were treated immediately at the scene for smoke inhalation before being transferred to Duddleston General Hospital for further assessment and emergency treatment. A 74-year-old woman was also rescued from a neighbouring flat. She was also taken to Duddleston General Hospital.
Statement from Duddleston Fire and Rescue Service

At approximately 1am on Friday July 2. Duddleston Fire and Rescue Service received a call to Martha Brown House, London Road, Duddleston.

Five appliances attended the incident to find a ground-floor flat alight and heavily smoke- logged. Four firefighters entered the property wearing breathing apparatus to rescue one elderly man and one elderly woman. Another elderly woman in a neighbouring flat was also rescued.

Firefighters used a hose reel jet to extinguish the fire. The cause of the fire is as yet unknown and Duddleston Fire and Rescue Service is working closely with officers from Duddleston Constabulary to establish the cause of the fire.

Background information about Martha Brown House from council website
	Properties:
	44 flats. Sizes 1 bed, 2 beds in two-storey building.

	Services:
	Management staff and community alarm service.

	Accessibility:
	Access to site fairly easy. Distances: bus stop 100 metres; shop 500 metres; post office 500 metres; GP one mile.

	Lifestyle:
	Regular social activities include Beetle drive, bingo, teas/coffee mornings.

	Tenure:
	Rent – Duddleston City Council.


General Instructions
Please keep to the following script as much as possible to assist NCTJ examiners and to ensure a fair assessment of all candidates. 

The following information can be given to candidates in response to questioning about the sequence of events and those involved. 

You must strike a balance in the way you respond. Remember you are happy for the reporter to interview you and so you should not be an obstructive interviewee. But remember this is also an exam to test the candidate’s ability to ask the right questions to elicit the right information. 

Your brief

You are James Hill (if a woman, Jane). You are the Detective Chief Inspector from Duddleston Police and you are leading the inquiry into the fire at Martha Brown House. If asked, you may give your own age. You have been at Duddleston for five years. Any other details about you are irrelevant. 

If the candidate starts the interview by asking broadly what happened, you can say: 

There was a fire at Martha Brown House in the early hours of this morning which we are now treating as arson. An elderly couple were rescued by firefighters and taken to hospital but both have now subsequently died. 
Brief details of those who died
Fred Hickinbottom, 82, and his wife Elsie Hickinbottom, 81.
What happened?
According to witnesses from Martha Brown House there was a disturbance last night involving a gang of around ten youths. The youths were hanging around a nearby bus stop playing loud music and making a lot of general noise. 

It is understood that Mr Hickinbottom went out to speak to them at around 10.30pm. He asked them to make less noise or move on. There was no violence but they greeted his request with a lot of verbal abuse and refused to move on. He went out to them again at around 11.30pm because the noise had not stopped but received the same kind of treatment.  According to witnesses they apparently did move away around midnight.

We believe Mr and Mrs Hickinbottom went to bed but, at around 1am, a 999 call was received from a passing couple (you do not have details to release) who spotted the front door of their flat on fire. The front of the flat can be easily seen from the nearby road.
Five appliances from Duddleston Fire and Rescue Service arrived within ten minutes and two hose reels were used to tackle the flames. Two firefighters wearing breathing apparatus broke down the front door of the flat which, by this time, was well alight and full of thick smoke. They discovered Mr and Mrs Hickinbottom in bed. They appeared to have been overcome by the smoke and were unconscious.

They were carried out by the firefighters, and paramedics performed emergency resuscitation treatment in the ambulance before the couple were taken to Duddleston General Hospital in a critical condition. They were both taken to the intensive care unit.

Two other firefighters wearing breathing apparatus gained access to the neighbouring flat which was also affected by the fire. This flat was also filled with smoke and they carried out the only occupant, a 74-year-old woman. She was also unconscious and was taken directly to Duddleston General Hospital. She was in a serious but stable condition suffering from smoke inhalation. 
No other flats were affected by the fire but everyone was evacuated. They were allowed to return at around 4am.
What happened at hospital?

The Hickinbottoms were taken to intensive care as they were both unconscious and in a critical condition. Their sons, John and Alan, were both called and arrived at the hospital around 3am. They were in the hospital as doctors and staff worked hard to save their mother and father. Fred died at 9am and his wife Elsie died an hour later at 10am. The cause of their deaths was smoke inhalation.

The 74-year-old woman is Mrs Cath Jones, who is in a comfortable condition and is expected to make a good recovery, although it is not known how long she will be kept in hospital.
The cause of the fire
Initial investigations have indicated that a quantity of petrol was poured through the letter box of the Hickinbottoms’ flat and then set alight. This set fire to the hallway and created a large amount of smoke. 
The victims
· Fred Hickinbottom, 82, a retired office worker, former chairman of Rose Ford Bowling Club. He was still a fit man, well built and around six foot. 

· Elsie Hickinbottom, 81, former secretary of Rose Ford Bowling Club. They both still played and had won many trophies over the years. No other details are available.
· Both were founder members of Field Street Bridge Club and still played regularly.

· They had lived at Martha Brown House for nine years.
· They had two children, John Hickinbottom, 56, and Alan Hickinbottom, 52. They are both married – John to Diane and Alan to Pamela. John and Diane have three children and Alan and Pamela two children. All the children are in their teens.

· John lives at Gateway Street, Duddleston, and Alan lives at Grasmere Street, Duddleston. No other details available.
· Neighbour Cath Jones, 74, a widow and lives on her own. No other details available.
The suspects

At the moment we have no witnesses who saw petrol being poured into the letter box but we would like to speak to any of the youths who were involved in the altercation with Mr Hickinbottom last night. At this stage we have no evidence to suggest they were involved in the arson attack but they may have information that would be important to our inquiries.
The youths are described as being white, in their mid to late teens, and were mainly wearing jeans and hoodies. One youth is described as being taller than the others and was wearing a yellow hoodie with the word ‘Mustang’ on the back in red lettering.
Police action

· We are conducting a thorough forensic investigation of the couple’s flat in conjunction with officers from the Duddleston Fire and Rescue Service.

· We are looking at CCTV footage from the area, although there are no cameras in the immediate vicinity of the flats.

· Door-to-door inquiries in the neighbourhood are being conducted.

Martha Brown House

Martha Brown House is a Duddleston City Council-owned, purpose-built property of sheltered accommodation for 64 residents. It is two storeys high with a mix of self-contained one and two-bedroom flats. All flats have their own front doors – the ground floor flats open on to the property’s gardens and the first-floor flats open on to an internal hallway. There is a day warden who does not live on the premises. 

If asked if any calls had been made to the police during the evening, you can say:
No calls were made to the police during the evening and there had been no incidents logged involving anti-social behaviour in recent months.

If asked your reaction to the incident, you can say: 
I am appalled by this incident and am saddened by the deaths of this loving couple. All our thoughts are with their family and friends at this time. 

If asked about the reaction of the family, you can say: 
The family have given us this statement. It reads: We are devastated by the deaths of our lovely parents and grandparents. Fred and Elsie were really loved by their family and were the rock that pulled everyone together. 

If asked what kind of people the Hickinbottoms were, you can say:
They were a lively, happy couple who loved their family, especially their five grandchildren. They also loved playing bowls and were founder members of the Rose Ford Bowling Club in the city. They played every week and took part in local tournaments.
If asked what you think of the arsonists, you can say:
They are cowardly scum. It appears they had no thought for the consequences of their actions and now this loving couple have paid the price for these thoughtless actions. We are treating this as a murder inquiry and we will do all in our power to catch those responsible.
If asked if you have a message for other elderly people in the area, you can say:
Clearly this is a distressing time for residents at Martha Brown House, so patrols by the police and Duddleston City Council’s community safety wardens will focus on the area. Wardens at all sheltered accommodation homes in the city are working hard to reassure tenants and provide advice to help them to be as safe as they can. 

If asked about fire precautions at Martha Brown House, you can say:

Smoke alarms in flats and communal areas are checked regularly and we believe the smoke alarms in both flats would have been activated, although we do not know if that was before or after the Hickinbottoms became unconscious.  
If asked about similar incidents in the past, you can say:

There have been no similar incidents of this nature in the past in this area.
The appeal

We ask that anybody who has any information to please come forward. Any witnesses or anyone with information can call police on 01244 412412, email j.hill@duddleston.police.uk or call Crimestoppers anonymously on 0800 555 111.
If asked for a picture, you can say:
Pictures of the couple will be made available by email later this evening.
Detail checks

· Your name – Detective Chief Inspector James Hill (if a woman, Jane)
· The names of the victims – Fred and Elsie Hickinbottom and Cath Jones
· The name of the property – Martha Brown House, London Road, Duddleston
· The name of the reporter’s newspaper – Duddleston News
· The police number – 01244 412412
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